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NARRAGANSET 


REVISED JANUARY 1959 


HAY and PASTURE SEEDINGS- 


for 1959 


IMPROVE A PASTURE IN ‘59 FOR HIGHER PROFITS IN ‘60. 


Hundreds of thousands of acres 
of New York pasture produce feed 
during May and June, but are parade 
grounds (or obstacle courses) for the 
rest of the summer. Pasture is the 
cheapest source of livestock feed but 
New York's most neglected crop. 

Proper liming and fertilization, 
better seeding mixtures, and careful 
management will triple the produc- 
tion of many pastures. 

According to the 1954 census only 
6 percent of the 4.5 million acres of 
cropland hay and pasture were fer- 
tilized. Much pasture land is produc- 
ing weedy or low-yielding plants 
that would give a low return for fer- 
tilizer or lime. Re-seeding with an 
adapted pasture mixture may be 
necessary for higher returns. 


Pasture Improvement Outline 


How much? Not more than one- 
half acre of seeded pasture or 
one acre of permanent pasture 
should be improved for each 
cow-equivalent unless excess 
spring growth can be harvested 
as hay or silage. 


What land? ‘'Pasture improve- 
ment begins at home (or at least 
near the barn.) Improve the 
best; you may not need the rest.” 
Improving rough, stony, brushy 
pastures is costly. A few dollars 
spent improving the better fields 


will probably yield much more 
than many dollars spent reclaim- 
ing the “wilderness.” The best 
pastures are often part of a crop 
rotation where plowing and re- 
seeding is practiced regularly. 


How? Kill the old sod by plow- 
ing it if possible. Chemical re- 
novation with a grass killer fol- 
lowed by heavy discing may be 
useful for areas difficult to plow. 
Graze hard to weaken sod be- 
fore plowing or renovating. 


What seeding mixture? Use Em- 
pire birdsfoot trefoil for long- 
term pasture on land difficult to 
plow. Try the new mixture of 
early-type and Empire birdsfoot 
trefoil for higher early yields 
plus longevity. 

The early birdsfoot trefoil is 
superior in seeding mixtures for 
pasture or hay on the wetter 
soils that are included in a crop 
rotation. Rotational grazing im- 
proves stand longevity and pro- 
duction. 

Alfalfa mixtures are the most 
productive for better drained 
soils. Rotational grazing is im- 
portant. On soils liberally fertil- 
ized and well supplied with 
moisture through the summer, 
ladino clover is an_ excellent 
legume in mixtures for short 
term pasture. 
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Timothy is the preferred 
grass with birdsfoot trefoil. 
Bromegrass is excellent with al- 
falfa or ladino clover and gives 
more growth than timothy. Or- 
chard grass is fast growing and 
should be used only with ladino 
clover or alfalfa. 


Lime and Fertilizer! Lime and 
phosphorus and potash fertil- 
izers topdressed according to soil 
test results, can double the yield 
of existing pastures, but the re- 
sponse may be slow. Nitrogen 
fertilizers applied to good grass 
pastures give quick results when 
moisture is favorable. 

Proper liming and fertiliza- 
tion are essential for profitable 
pasture improvement. 


Seeding the Pasture! Shallow 
soil coverage is important for 
successful seedings. Cover the 
seed with 14 to Y, inch of soil. 
Band seeding over the fertilizer 
may be especially helpful in get- 
ting the plants off to a fast start. 


Manage the new seeding! A 
grain crop may be too competi- 
tive on many pasture fields. If 
the pasture seeding is made with 
a grain crop, careful grazing or 
cutting for silage or hay will 
usually improve the forage 
stand. 

Mowing may be necessary in 
August to remove weed com- 
petition. 

Grazing or mowing should be 
completed about 6 weeks before 
the average date of the first kill- 
ing frost to prevent injury and 
winter killing of the pasture 
plants. 

Over-grazing and late fall 
grazing cause many pasture seed- 
ing failures. 


Alfalfa 


Narragansett yields well and is 
adapted to a range of soil drainage 
conditions. It is superior for up to 4 
years under two cutting manage- 
ment, and on soils with moderate 
drainage or spots of somewhat poor 
drainage if limed to pH 6.8. 


DuPuits is the top yielding alfalfa 
for well drained soils. It grows 
rapidly and blooms early; will make 
3 to 4 cuttings a year if lime and 
fertility are right. 


Alfa (formerly Scandia brand) has 
been similar to Du Puits in a limit- 
ed number of tests. 


Vernal is a superior wilt-resistant, 
winter-hardy alfalfa for long-term 
stands. 


Ranger should now be replaced by 
the superior variety above that best 
suits each situation. 


Birdsfoot Trefoil 


Viking is the best variety of early 
type birdsfoot trefoil. It is excellent 
for seedings for 3 or more years on 
fields not suitable for alfalfa. A mix- 
ture of Viking birdsfoot trefoil, 
Narragansett alfalfa and timothy is 
an excellent seeding for fields with 
a spotty drainage pattern. 


Mansfield is similar to Viking but 
has averaged a slightly smaller yield. 


European is also similar to Viking. 
Yields average about 10 percent be- 
low Viking and are variable from 
lot to lot of European seed. 


Empire blooms 10 to 20 days later 
than Viking or alfalfa. It is recom- 
mended for long-term pasture under 
continuous grazing, or for later cut 
hay on soils too wet to harvest by 
July 1. Seed supplies are abundant 
and prices are lower. This is the 
year to make full use of this valu- 
able legume. 


Red Clover 


Dollard is resistant to northern 
anthracnose, a disease that sometimes 
causes serious leaf loss in other red 
clover. It is recommended for the 
North Country and the Southern 
Tier. 


Pennscott is higher in yield and 
has more second-year growth than 
common red clovers. It is recom- 
mended for central New York and 
the Hudson Valley. 


Commercial seed produced in the 
Northeast is superior to western 
seed. 


Ladino Clover 


Ladino is primarily recommended 
in mixtures with alfalfa and either 
bromegrass or orchardgrass for sil- 
age and rotational or aftermath graz- 
ing in areas that have good summer 
rainfall. 


Timothy 


Climax is a leafier variety, 1 week 
later than Common. It is recom- 
mended for use in mixtures with any 
of the legumes. 


Smooth Bromegrass 


Saratoga is a fast-growing brome- 
grass developed at Cornell. It is re- 
commended for seeding only with 
vigorous alfalfa varieties. Seed sup- 
ply is limited in 1959. 


Lincoln, Achenbach and Common 
smooth bromegrass from Nebraska 
or Kansas are superior to Canadian 
or Northern Common bromegrass in 
stand establishment and yield. 


ANNUAL FORAGE GRASSES 


Forage production on most farms 
should be based on the perennial 
legumes and grasses. The annual 
crops — sudan grass, millet, and 
small grains — often help to com- 
plete the forage program particular- 
ly when forage seedings fail. 


Sudan grass 


Piper is the best variety for New 
York. It is early and higher in yield 
than Common or Sweet. Piper is 
lower in hydrocyanic (prussic) acid 
than other varieties. For pasture or 
silage, plant it just after corn. One- 
half acre of good, early-planted 
sudan will pasture 1 cow for the last 
part of July, all of August, and a 
week or two in September. 


Millet 


Japanese Millet is adapted to a 
colder climate than sudan grass and 
may be grown at higher elevations 
and farther north. It makes less re- 
covery after pasturing than sudan 
grass. 


Rye 


Rye may be used for fall or early 
spring pasture to extend the grazing 
season on fields that are not too wet. 


Balbo rye starts growth earlier in 
the fall and spring than other vari- 
eties. Tetrapetkus, a variety from 
Germany, is reported to have high 
grain yields, but has not been tested 
thoroughly as a forage crop in New 
York. 


IMPROVE A PASTURE IN '59 FOR HIGHER PROFITS IN ‘60. 


Cooperative Extension Service, New York State College of Agriculture at Cornel! Uni- 
versity and the U. S$. Department of Agriculture cooperating. In furtherance of Acts of 
Congress May 8, June 30, 1914. M. C. Bond, Director of Extension, Ithaca, New York 
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